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F I L M  P R E S E N T A T I O N S
Note:To ensure the safety of all patrons, no
one will be admitted to a film after the doors
have closed and the lights have gone down.

Preserving the Charters
of Freedom
Glimpse the behind-the-scenes drama
surrounding the preservation and re-
encasement of the Charters of Free-
dom—the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights. A production by Middlemarch
Films for NOVA/WGBH Boston, this
film illustrates how modern science
came to the rescue of our most cher-
ished documents. (18 minutes) Shown
daily; starts every 30 minutes between 10:30
a.m.and 4:30 p.m., except when pre-empted
by special daytime programs.

The Fight
On June 22, 1938, 70,000 fans
crammed into New York’s Yankee
Stadium to watch what some observers
have since called “the most important
sporting event in history”—the
rematch between the African American
heavyweight Joe Louis and his German
opponent Max Schmeling. But for
most spectators the fight was much
more than a boxing match; it was a his-
toric event freighted with symbolic sig-
nificance, both a harbinger of the civil
rights movement and a prelude to
World War II.This documentary about
the momentous encounter captures
the anticipation the bout generated,
the swirl of events leading up to it, the
impact Louis’s victory had on black
America, and its significance for Jews
on both sides of the Atlantic. Produced
by Barak Goodman. (88 minutes)
Friday, February 4, noon and 7 p.m.
Reservations required.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 5

Festival of Academy
Award® Nominated
Documentaries and 
Short Subjects
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, the Foundation for the
National Archives, and the Charles
Guggenheim Center for the Doc-
umentary Film together will host one of
two East Coast screenings of the 77th
Academy Award nominees for Doc-
umentary Feature, Documentary Short
Subject, Live Action Short Film, and
Animated Short Film. Wednesday–
Sunday, February 23–27. Reservations
required. See the back for details.

L E C T U R E S

Secret Treasure
Journalist Warren Getler will discuss
Rebel Gold: One Man’s Quest to Crack the
Code Behind the Secret Treasure of the
Confederacy (Simon and Schuster,
2005). Getler examines the Knights of
the Golden Circle, a Civil War–era
secret society that had buried gold
coins and other treasure in various
remote locations across the South and
Southwest in hopes of someday fund-
ing a second War Between the States.
These secret caches were guarded by
sentinels, men whose responsibility it
was to watch and protect these sites.
Getler tells how co-author Bob Brewer
deciphered the complicated codes and
ciphers, which drew heavily on images
associated with Freemasonry, and
located several caches and has recov-
ered gold coins, guns, and other treas-
ure. Thursday, February 3, 5:30 p.m.
Reservations required.

Federal Arbitration Act
In cooperation with the National
Archives, the American Arbitration
Association sponsors a lecture to com-
memorate the 80th anniversary of the
Federal Arbitration Act. “The FAA—
Going the Distance: Elements of
Legislative Durability” will be moder-
ated by the Honorable Janet Reno, for-
mer U.S. Attorney General. The
Honorable James H. Billington,
Librarian of Congress, will provide

opening remarks, and the keynote
speaker is the Honorable William H.
Webster, former U.S. Federal judge
and former Director of FBI (1978–87)
and CIA (1987–91). This evening’s
event is co-sponsored by the CPR
Institute of Dispute Resolution and
JAMS, the Resolution Experts, and
will be followed by a reception.
Thursday, February 10, 4:30 p.m.
Reservations required.
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Author lecture
Abraham Lincoln
Jefferson Room | Noon

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Federal Records
& Civil Rights
Lecture Room C, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Lecture
Federal Arbitration Act
McGowan Theater | 4:30 p.m.

Exhibit opening
Emancipation
Proclamation
East Rotunda Gallery

Film:Academy Awards
Feature Documentary
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Film:Academy Awards
Feature Documentary
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Film:Academy Awards
Live Action 
Short Films
McGowan Theater | Noon 

Animated Short Films
McGowan Theater | 3:30 p.m.,5 p.m.
Feature Documentary
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Genealogy workshop
African American
Genealogy
Room G-24 | 9:30 a.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Presidential Library
System
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Federal Records & 
Civil Rights
Room G-24 | 11 a.m.

Research rooms 
are closed.

Exhibits closing
American Presidency
and
Emancipation
Proclamation

Film
The Fight
McGowan Theater | Noon & 7 p.m.

Film:Academy Awards
Feature Documentary
McGowan Theater | 7 p.m.

Author lecture
Civil War Washington, DC
Jefferson Room | Noon

Author lecture
Secret Treasure
McGowan Theater | 5:30 p.m.

Lecture:“Know Your Records”
Presidential
Library System
Lecture Room C, College
Park, MD | 11 a.m.

Author lecture
Cartography
Jefferson Room | 5:30 p.m.

In The William G. McGowan Theater

A L S O  T H I S  M O N T H

Reservations are required for all programs and must be made at least 24 hours in advance.Reserve by e-mail (reservations.nwe@nara.gov) or telephone (202-501-5000).

L E C T U R E S  A N D  B O O K S I G N I N G S

Washington During the Civil War
Historian Ernest Pat Furgurson returns to discuss his latest
book, Freedom Rising:Washington in the Civil War (Knopf, 2004).
Before 1861, Washington was a dusty, muddy city of 60,000,
joked about by urban sophisticates from New York and Boston.
But at the onset of war, thousands of soldiers, job seekers, nurs-
es, good-time girls, gamblers, newly freed slaves–all kinds of
Americans–poured in. For days, Washington was cut off from
the North, and no one was sure whether it would become the
capital of the Union or the Confederacy. By the time the grand

two-day victory parade of 150,000 troops surged along Pennsylvania Avenue in
1865, the men and women who had arrived in such great numbers at the start of the
war had made Washington a capital to be reckoned with throughout the world.
Jefferson Room (Room 122). Wednesday, February 2, noon. Reservations required.

Abraham Lincoln
Historian Ronald White, Jr., discusses his latest book, The
Eloquent President:A Portrait of Lincoln Through His Words (Random
House, 2005). White examines Lincoln’s astonishing oratory
and explores his growth as a leader, a communicator, and a man
of deepening spiritual conviction. Examining a different
speech, address, or public letter in each chapter,White tracks
the evolution of Lincoln’s rhetoric from the measured, lawyer-
ly tones of the first inaugural to the imaginative daring of the
1862 Annual Message to Congress to the haunting, immortal

poetry of the Gettysburg Address. Jefferson Room (Room 122).Wednesday, February 9,
noon. Reservations required.

Cartography
Miles Harvey will discuss his book, The Island of Lost Maps:A True
Story of Cartographic Crime. In 1995 a watchful patron alerted a
librarian at Johns Hopkins University that another patron, a
middle-aged and well-dressed man, was behaving suspiciously.
The librarian called the police, who discovered that the man, a
Floridian named Gilbert Bland, had cut four maps from a set of
rare books. On investigation, the police were able to attribute
dozens of similar thefts to Bland, thefts that had taken place at a

score of the country’s best-regarded—and, presumably, best-protected—scholarly
institutions. Harvey tells the story of the theft and recovery of scores of valuable cen-

turies-old maps from some of the most prominent research libraries in the United
States and Canada. Jefferson Room (Room 122). Thursday, February 17, 5:30 p.m.
Reservations required.

L E C T U R E  S E R I E S :  “ K N O W  Y O U R  R E C O R D S ”
These weekly talks given by National Archives experts are held in Room G-24,Research Center.
Enter on Pennsylvania Avenue.

Did the Federal Government Initiate the Civil Rights Movement? Dr.
Walter Hill, senior archivist and African American History Subject Area Specialist,
will provide an overview of records pertaining to African American history found
within the National Archives, as well as their context within the civil rights move-
ment. Tuesday, February 8, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be repeated at the National Archives at
College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, February 10, at 11 a.m.)

Overview of the Presidential Library System and Subsequent Holdings:
Nancy Kegan Smith, Director of Presidential Materials, will provide a brief history
of the Presidential library system, elaborate on the system’s legal authority and obli-
gations, and discuss how Presidential libraries function as repositories for preserving
and making available the papers, records, and other historical materials of U.S.
Presidents since Herbert Hoover. Tuesday, February 15, 11 a.m. (This lecture will be
repeated at the National Archives at College Park, in Lecture Room C, on Thursday, February
17, at 11 a.m.)

G E N E A L O G Y  W O R K S H O P

African American Genealogy
Reginald Washington, staff archivist, will discuss using Federal records (census records,
military service and pension files, Freedman’s Bureau records, and others) for African
American genealogical research.A fee of $15 is payable by cash or check at the door.
Room G-24, Research Center. Enter on Pennsylvania Avenue.Tuesday,February 15,9:30
a.m.–12:30 p.m.Reservations required. Call 202-501-5000,menu option 5.

C O M I N G  I N  M A R C H
The National Archives and Records Administration, the Lincoln Institute, and the
Abraham Lincoln Institute, Inc., are proud to host the eighth annual “Latest in Lincoln
Scholarship” Symposium, a day-long event that will take place at the National Archives
in College Park on Saturday, March 12. Five outstanding, nationally known Lincoln
scholars will speak: Harold Holzer, Phil Paludan, Matt Pinsker, Elizabeth Leonard, and
Joseph Fornieri. Also featured will be the awarding of the annual Abraham Lincoln
Institute Book Award and the Hay-Nicolay dissertation prize.

Featured Document Display
Wednesday, February 18 – Sunday, February 21

The Emancipation Proclamation
In observance of Black History Month, the original Emancipation
Proclamation, signed by President Abraham Lincoln, will be on view for a
special four-day display. The Emancipation Proclamation is a major mile-
stone in the destruction of slavery in the United States and one of the nation’s
most treasured documents. Its display time is limited in the interest of its
long-term conservation.

East Rotunda Gallery

E X H I B I T  O P E N I N G

Film:Academy Awards
Documentary
Short Subject

McGowan Theater | Noon

Feature Documentary
McGowan Theater | 4 p.m.

 


